GENTLE PERSUASION

there was no place to put it except the warehouse.
The van had to be returned, but he was notified from
Germany that it did not arrive for three months and
that incidentally it had taken the wrong turning
and had gone part of the way to Siberia. It had been
traced after inquiries and put on the right track for
home. He told me the cost for that van was more
than all the other expenses for himself and his
wife.

He stated that the whole organisation was disrupted
in his factory and that although he was a highly
educated man, his advice was never taken or adopted
and he had no real home life. What was he to do
and to whom could he appeal ?

Then the American, his chief mechanic, was in a
much worse plight. This man had a contract signed
in U.S.A,, where the Soviet emmissaries had told
him that everything would be " fine and dandy "
in Russia. Good housing conditions suitable for his
five children, his wife and himself were stipulated in
the contract, and he had been told to take his motor-
car and whatever furniture he needed or desired, to
Russia.

Four winter months his furniture and his car had
stood in all weathers in the open at the Leningrad
Docks and he and his family were put into one room
in the Hotel Europa, where they stayed until his
visit to me that morning. Further he complained
the Soviet officials went so far as to threaten him,
and when he came to me they had even stopped
paying him his salary. That morning he was nearly
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